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Given all of this, Mr. Speaker, I stand here 

today to urge my colleagues and the new Ad-
ministration to continue to prioritize federal in-
vestment in flood control infrastructure. 
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CHLOE BARTINE EARNS GIRL 
SCOUT GOLD AWARD 

HON. PETE OLSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Chloe Bartine of Katy, TX, for 
earning her Girl Scout Gold Award. 

The Gold Award is the highest achievement 
a Girl Scout can earn. To earn this distin-
guished award, Chloe had to spend at least 
80 hours developing and executing a project 
that would benefit the community as well as 
have a long-term impact on girls. For her Gold 
award project, Chloe designed and built two 
Little Free Libraries for Neighborhood Kidz 
Club in the Western Pines and Trinity Hunters 
Place communities in Katy, TX. She wanted to 
develop an easy, free way for children to have 
access to books during the summer or holiday 
breaks. Chloe hosted a book drive with over 
25 volunteers to make sure the libraries were 
fully stocked. Chloe has volunteered for 
Neighborhood Kidz Club’s summer reading 
program the past few summers. She will grad-
uate from Seven Lakes High School and plans 
to attend the University of Alabama in the fall. 

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again 
to Chloe Bartine for earning her Girl Scout 
Gold Award. We are confident she will have 
continued success in her future endeavors. 
We are very proud. 
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COMMENDING MARIA LOHMEYER 
FOR HER ROLE WITH THE 58TH 
PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION 

HON. GREGG HARPER 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. HARPER. Mr. Speaker, it is with consid-
erable gratitude that I rise today in order to 
recognize Maria Lohmeyer and the staff she 
assembled to host a historic and successful 
58th Presidential Inauguration. 

Through her role with the Senate Committee 
on Rules and Administration, Maria led the 
Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural 
Ceremonies which was charged with the re-
sponsibility of planning and executing the 
swearing-in ceremonies for the President and 
Vice President of the United States. Addition-
ally, the Joint Congressional Committee was 
responsible for planning the Inaugural Lunch-
eon where Congress came together to wel-
come the new administration following the in-
augural swearing-in ceremonies at the U.S. 
Capitol. 

The Presidential Inauguration has been the 
hallmark of American democracy since 1789. 
During this ceremony, individuals elected by 
the people stand before God and the country 

and swear an oath to uphold the sacred duties 
to preserve, protect, and defend the Constitu-
tion of the United States. 

On Friday, January 20, 2017, America again 
came together as we have so many times be-
fore to witness this peaceful transition of 
power from one Administration to the next. As 
Americans, we celebrated both an honorable 
ending and a hopeful new beginning. 

The success of the Presidential Inaugural 
Ceremonies is due to so many individuals, 
from staff to our law enforcement and first re-
sponders. However, none of the ceremonies 
would be possible if not for the careful plan-
ning and implementation by superb and patri-
otic individuals. 

Maria is one of those special individuals 
who rose to the challenge of planning the 58th 
Presidential Inauguration. I thank her for her 
stewardship over the inaugural ceremonies, 
which has played such an important and 
impactful role in our shared history. 
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HONORING LUCAS MATTHEW 
HODSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Lucas Matthew 
Hodson. Lucas is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi-
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1351, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Lucas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Lucas has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Lucas has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Lucas Matthew Hodson for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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DEBORAH SHAPIRA AND BARRY L. 
STERN 

HON. ELIOT L. ENGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor two community leaders, Deborah 
Shapira and Barry L. Stern, who are being 
recognized as the Guests of Honor at this 
year’s 48th Annual SAR Anniversary Dinner. 
Deborah and Barry have been intimately in-
volved in SAR’s outreach and operations, and 
are integral to the organization’s success. 
They are most deserving of this wonderful rec-
ognition. 

Ask anyone and they’ll tell you, Deborah 
and Barry are among SAR’s most thoughtful, 

humble and gracious members. Deborah 
serves on the SAR Board of Trustees, and is 
Chair of the SAR Academy Board of Edu-
cation. Together, they served as Regional 
Vice Chairs for the 2014 Dinner, where Barry 
was involved in strategy and outreach. Debo-
rah is a most active volunteer, working as a 
grade representative, class parent, Learning to 
Look volunteer, and committee member for 
the Academy’s Chanukat Habayit, and regu-
larly offering her wisdom on an array of aca-
demic issues. They have opened their home 
for parlor meetings and ‘meet and greets’ to 
introduce and mentor SAR’s new families. 

Deborah, a graduate of the HaSha’ar teach-
er training program at the Drisha Institute, 
taught at Beit Rabban Day School in Manhat-
tan. She currently serves as Board Chair for 
the Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies, North 
America. Barry is Associate Clinical Professor 
of Medical Psychology at Columbia University 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. He also 
has a private psychotherapy practice in mid-
town Manhattan. 

But for Deborah and Barry, their true pas-
sion and love is first for family. They have 
three beautiful children, Pearl, Kayla, and 
Matan, and they are their pride and joy. 

Congratulations again to Deborah and Barry 
on receiving this wonderful recognition, and 
thank you for all you’ve done in the 
community. 
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HONORING BRIAN AND JENNIFER 
FULLEN, AND BRIAN RICHARD 

HON. CATHY McMORRIS RODGERS 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, February 7, 2017 

Mrs. MCMORRIS RODGERS. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today to honor the brave contributions of 
Brian and Jennifer Fullen, and Brian Richard, 
citizens of Walla Walla, Washington. 

On December 2, 2016, an early morning fire 
broke out in an apartment building in Walla 
Walla. Awakening to the commotion and see-
ing the growing danger, Brian and Jennifer 
Fullen immediately called for help and left the 
safety of their own home to assist those es-
caping from the growing blaze. The call for as-
sistance was answered by Brian Richard, a 
teacher at Pioneer Middle School and a volun-
teer firefighter, who rushed to the scene to 
lend a hand. 

Mr. Fullen and Mr. Richard, without regard 
for their own personal safety, kicked in a door 
to the apartment building and searched for 
those who may have been trapped. They even 
assisted in the evacuation of a neighboring 
building as a precautionary measure. Mrs. 
Fullen assisted those who escaped the fire be-
fore emergency responders arrived at the 
scene. 

Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and Mr. Richard have 
been recognized by both the Walla Walla Pub-
lic Schools and the Walla Walla Fire Depart-
ment for their heroic efforts. 

The contributions of Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and 
Mr. Richard are prime examples of bravery 
and courage in the face of danger. I am proud 
to honor Mr. and Mrs. Fullen and Mr. Richard 
for their valuable and selfless contribution to 
the community of Walla Walla. 
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